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SUBJECT: CAMBODIAN EXODUS CONTINUES 

SUMMARY. THE NUMBER OF CAMBODIANS IN THAILAND IS STILL GROWING. 
HOPEFULLY, THIS WILL HALT AT THE TIME OF THE RICE HARVEST IN 
NOVEMBER-DECEMBERWN BUT IN ANY EVENT, THAILAND WILL BE LEFT WITH 
ANOTHER LONG-TERM REFUGEE PROBLEM ON ITS HANDS. END SUMMARY. 

1. OFFICIAL RTG FIGURES INDICATE THAT THERE WERE APPROXIMATELY 
7,000 CAMBODIANS IN COUNTRY ON JULY 15 AND ALMOST 9,000 TOTAL 
ON AUGUST 15. SINCE THEN, THERE HAS BEEN ONE ADDITIONAL SIZEABLE 
INFLUX, DETAILED BELOW, AND MORE REFUGEES WILL CONTINUE TO 
ARRIVE DURING THE NEXT TWO MONTHS, AT LEAST. 

2. THE THAI PROVINCES OF TRAT, CHANTHABURI, PRACHINBURI, 

AND SURIN HAVE BEEN RECEIVING NEW REFUGEES FROM THEIR SISTER 
PROVINCES ACROSS THE BORDER OF KOH KONG, PAILIN, BATTAMBANG, 

AND ODDAR MEANC EY. THE MANNER IN WHICH THE REFUGEES ARE 
ESCAPING VARIES, BUT MOST INSTANCES INVOLVE WQPP PERSONS OR LESS 
AND ARE INITIATED BY THE VILLAGERS THEMSELVES. 

3. SEVERAL INFLUXES HAVE NOT FOLLOWED THIS PATTERN. IN TWO 
INSTANCES IN JULY, GROUPS - ONE CONSISTING OF 1 ,400-1,600 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 18420 031127Z 

PERSONS - WERE FREED BY RESISTANCE ELEMENTS OR BY THOSE WILLINL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


TO PROVIDE THE SERVICE FOR A DEE. 

4. THE MOST RECENT LARGE INFLUX OCCURRED ON AUGUST 23, WHEN 
1,883 VILLAGERS WERE FREED FROM AN AREA EAST OF PAILIN, 

ALLEGEDLY WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF A LOW-LEVEL KC CADRE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR GUARDINL THEM. THE REFUGEES CLAIMED THAT THE 
CADRE. SYMPATHETIC TO HE PROBLEMS THEY WERE FACING IN THAT 
PROVINCE REPUTED FOR ITS HARSH RULE, ENCOURAGED KC GUARDS TO 
BECOME INTOXICATEDWN AT WHICH POINT THE VILLAGERS KILLED THE MALE 
GUARDS AND TOOK THE FEMALE GUARDS PRISONER. THE 1,883 VILLAGERS 
ARE NOW IN NEW CAMP IN CHANTHABURI PROVINCE. 

5. AS KC SECURITY IMPROVES, WE DOUBT THAT THERE WILL BE MANY 
OTHER LARGE REFUGEE MOVEMENTS IN COMING MONTHS BUT WE WILL 
CONTINUE TO MONITOR THE SITUATION. HUNGER AND DESPERATION AT 
THE HARSH REGIMENTATION OF THE KC SYSTEM ARE PRIMARY MOTIVATIONS 
FOR ESCAPE EFFORTS ANDWN AT LEAST UNTIL THE NOVERMBER-DECEMBER 
RICE HARVEST IN CAMBODIA, WE WILL PROBABLY SEE SEVERAL HUNDRED 
NEW REGUGEES ARRIVING HERE PER MONTH, GENERALLY IN SMALL GROUPS, 
UNLESS CAMBODIAN RESISTANCE ACTIVITIES BECOME MORE SIGNIFICANT. 

6. THIS PRESENTS A PROBLEM FOR THE RTG, WHICH IS EXPECTED TO 
CARE FOR THE REFUGEES. IN THE SURIN AREA, THE THAI ARE 
REGROUPING REFUGEES IN A NEW CAMP, AFTER WHICH THE OLD CAMP 
OF KAP CHOEUNG CLOSE TO THE BORDER WILL BE KEPT OPEN JUST TO 
RECEIVE NEW ARRIVALS. SOME 200 REFUGEES WHO ARRIVED DURINL THE 
MONTH OF AUGUST HAVE ALREADY BUILT HUTS AT KAP CHEOUNG. DEPUTY 
INTERIOR MINISTER PRAKORB PRAYUNPOKARAT TOLD A PRESSD 
CONFERENCE SEPTEMBER 2 THAT REFUGEES ARE BEING KEPT IN CENTERS 
UNTIL THE SITUATION IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY IS IMPROVED, AT WHIC 
TIME THEY WILL HAVE TO RETURN HOME. IN OUR VIEW, THIS WILL NOT 

BE FOR SOME TIME, IF EVER, AND BOTH THAILAND AND UNHCR WILL BE 
REQUIRED TO EXPEND CONSIDERABLE RESOURCES TO MAINTAIN THEM IN 
THE INTERIMWM 

7. THE EMBASSY IS NOT REQUESTING PERMISSION TO ACCEPT 
CAMBODIANS WHO HAVE ARRIVED SINCE JULY 1. WKTHE GREAT MAJORITY 
OF THE NEW ARRIVALS WOULD NOT BE INCLUDED IN ANY OF THE 
EXISTINL CATEGORIES, IN ANY CASE.) HOWEVER, WE DO BELIEVE THAT 
ADDRESSEES SHOULD BE AWARE THAT THE FLOW OF CAMBODIANS INTO 
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THAILAND HAS FAR FROM ABATED. 

WHITEHOUSE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT, DATA 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 03 SEP 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BANGKO18420 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750304-0040 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750986/aaaacxut.tel 

Line Count: 109 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ORM 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: RowellEO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <04 JUN 2003 by MaustMC>; APPROVED <13 JAN 2004 by RowellE0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CAMBODIAN EXODUS CONTINUES SUMMARY. THE NUMBER OF CAMBODIANS IN THAILAND IS STILL GROWING. 
TAGS: SREF, CB 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



